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Introduction |

Brno, the Czech Republic's second largest city, has a population of nearly 370,000 people.
It lies in the central part of Europe and within a two-hundred-kilometre radius there are
other important European capitals: Prague, Vienna and Bratislava. The international air-
port in Brno offers regular flights.

Brno is Moravian metropolis and a tourists” starting point to come to know the natural
and cultural beauties of the Southern Moravia Region. To the north of Brno there is the
protected area of the Moravian Karst (Moravsky kras) and to the south stretch the Mora-
vian vineyards with their typical wine cellars. The city is surrounded by beautiful mixed
forests, which offer many opportunities for hiking and cycling.

Brno prides itself on many notable historical sites that show evidence of its rich cultural
history. Once established as a settlement of merchants eight centuries ago at the junction
of the rivers Svratka and Svitava, it withstood the pressure of both Hussite and Swedish
sieges, witnessed Napoleon's military expedition to Slavkov, bore the cruel consequences
of the Austrian defeat at the Battle of the Three Emperors, became an industrial centre
of the Habsburg monarchy called “the Austrian Manchester” and, in the twentieth cen-
tury, took on the character of a modern city thanks to the construction of new buildings
in the Functionalist style. The most important example of modern architecture in Brno is
the Tugendhat Villa - a site inscribed on UNESCQ’s World Cultural Heritage List.

Today Brno is the seat of universities and important legal institutions. It offers many
possibilities of cultural enjoyment in its numerous theatres, museums, cinemas and
clubs. The Brno Exhibition Centre with its eighty-year tradition is the venue of many
international trade fairs, exhibitions and congresses, and as such plays a significant role
in the social and economic life of the whole city. The City of Brno regularly holds vari-
ous cultural events and festivals (e.g. “Brno - City in the Centre of Europe” associated
with the fireworks competition “Ignis Brunensis”) as well as some notable sports events
(the Brno Grand Prix for motorbikes). Brno is also a city of modern shopping and enter-
tainment centres.

Historical sites |

u Spilberk Castle

Spilberk 1] www.spilberk.cz

Royal castle built in the 13th century that was converted
during the 17th and 18th century to a Baroque fortress
is known as the “jail of nations” for its reputation
of the most feared prison in Habsburg monarchy. It is
a seat of the Brno Museum, which offers permanent
exhibitions concerned with the history of the castle
and the city. The visitors are also allowed to take a walk
through the casemates - dark grim rooms in the fortifi-
cations that used to serve as a recess for the soldiers
and later as prison cells for criminals guilty of felony.
The castle is surrounded by a spacious park with a num-
ber of memorials where the visitors can enjoy a magni-
ficent view of the city.

B Cathedral of St. Peter and Paul
Petrov 1] www.biskupstvi.cz

Originally a Romanesque basilica built on the top
of a hill known as Petrov, later rebuilt in the Go-
thic style. Its current neo-Gothic form dates back
to the turn of the 19th and 20th century. Besides
the Baroque interior the public is allowed access
to both cathedral towers as well as the crypt. The
characteristic shape of the cathedral and the ty-
pical silhouette of the Spilberk Castle form
the famous Brno skyline. Petrov is a good starting K
point for a walk leading to the Capuchin Gardens
and Denis Park.

Tugendhat Villa

Cernopolni 45 | www.tugendhat-villa.cz

The Tugendhat Villa, built between 1929 - 1930,
isagemof Brno's architectural modernismand world’s
functionalism. It is the most prominent building
designed by the architect Ludwig Mies van der
Rohe in Europe. Its importance was recognised
in 2001 by its inclusion in the UNESCO'’s World Heri-
tage Cultural List. The family villa of the Tugendhats
is mainly famous for its original space design, unique
technological equipment and elegant interiors with
precisely defined function for every single piece
of its furniture.

n Capuchin crypt

Kapucinské nam. 5| www.volny.cz/kapucini.brno/

The Baroque crypt is situated under the church of the Capuchin
monastery and is open to the public. Since the second half
of the 17th century it has been the last-resting place for
the monks of the Capuchin order, its patrons and other impor-
tant personalities including the famous colonel of “Pandurs”,
baron Trenck. The mummification of the loosely buried bodies
is enabled by a unique system of air circulation.

@ means the respective number of an information panel on the tourist trail around the city



H Old Brno Monastery and Cathedral
of the Assumption of Our Lady

Mendlovo ndm. 1] www.opatbrno.cz

The monastery was established as a Cistercian con-
vent by Queen Eliska Rejcka in 1323. In 1783 it became
a possession of the Augustinians. One of the order’s
abbots was Johann Gregor Mendel, the founder of s
genetics. In 1987 Pope John Paul Il elevated the status
of the remarkable Gothic Cathedral of the Assumption of
Our Lady, which from that time has borne the title “basi- ==
lica minor”. The basilica is the Europe’s most southern
Gothic building built in bricks.

H St. James’ Church | Jakubské nam.

The church ranks among the most valuable examples of the late
Gothic architecture in the Czech Republic dating from the turn of the 14th
and 15th century. Its ninety-two-meter tall tower is terminated
by a characteristic needle-shaped spire. Inside the church there
is a tomb of Louis Raduit de Souches, the military commander who
was credited with the successful defence of the city against the
Swedish besiegement during the Thirty Years" War. An extensive
ossuary has been discovered in the ground underneath the church.

E St.Thomas’ Church | Moravské nam.

The church was originally a part of the Augustinian
monastery founded in the first half of the 14th century
by Margrave Jan Jindfich, the brother of the Emperor
Charles IV. The whole complex was rebuilt during the
17th and 18th century in the Baroque style. Inside the
church there is a copy of the tabular painting depicting 3
Black Virgin Mary, the patron of the City of Bro; the
original is kept on a silver altar in the Old Brno Basilica.

m Red Church | Komenského nam.

The neo-Gothic Evangelic cathedral of J. A. Comenius
is one of the dominant features of Brno's circle road.
It was built between 1863 and 1865 as the first nonca-
tholic church in this European region, based on a project
designed by Heinrich Ferstel, the author of the Votive

Cathedral in Vienna. Its name is derived from the red == A= 3t
colour of its brickwork. h t ‘*M ‘-
L3

n Old Town Hall | Radnické ulice 1
www.tichrno.cz, www.kultura-brno.cz

The OId Town Hall is the oldest secular building in Brno combining vari-
ous architectural styles. From the beginning of the 14th century to 1935
it was a seat of the city administration. The stone portal of the Town
Hall Tower with its fabled crooked little turret was designed by Anton
Pilgram. In the passage of the Tower there is the famous Brna's Dra-
gon and a wheel hanging from the ceiling. The Renaissance gallery
of the Town Hall Tower provides an impressive view of the city.

New Town Hall | Dominikanské nam. 1

Since its completion in the 13th century the former Dominican
monastery served the needs of the estates representation.
It was here where the provincial assemblies and courts held T
their sessions. During the 18th century the complex underwent “ -
some Barogue alterations. Today the New Town Hall is a seat i'

of the city mayor and the municipal board. The visitors to the com- *
plex should not miss the opportunity to see the medieval clois- I
ter, historic portals and the prestige rooms.

S

@ means the respective number of an information panel on the tourist trail around the city

n Ménin Gate | Méninsks 7, www.spilberk.cz

The only preserved old town gate of the medieval fortification. The first
documentary evidence of its existence dates back to 1293. Original-
ly, the tower was one storey higher. The gate building dating from
the second half of the 16th century hosts exhibitions organised by
the Brno Museum.

Freedom Square | ndmésti Svobody

The central Brno’s square used to be called the Down
Market (Dolni rynek). In the Middle Ages it was lined
with houses of the town’s most distinguished burghers
and Moravian noblemen. The dominant feature of the whole
square is the Baroque Plague Column dating back to 1679,
which is lavishly decorated with the statues of saints.
Equally spectacular is the Renaissance palace with a gal-
lery courtyard - The House of the Lords of Lipa, and the neo-
Renaissance Klein's Palace.

mVegetable Market | Zelny trh

From the time immemorial this place has hosted regular daily
fairs where the people come to buy vegetables, fruit, flowers,

etc. The hallmark of the place is the Baroque Parnas Foun- [
tain built between 1690 and 1695. It symbolizes a cave made

of natural boulders decorated by allegoric statues that repre-
sent three ancient empires - Babylonia, Persia and Greece.
The water to this fountain was supplied by the Brno's oldest
pipeline from the river Svratka.

m Reduta Theatre | Zelny trh 4

The oldest theatre building in Central Europe. It is a cor-
ner house situated on the Vegetable Market (Zelny trh)
which was built at the beginning of the 17th century and
later converted to a tavern that served as a meeting point -
for the wandering theatre societies. The City Council used ¢
the place as a venue of various social events and theat-
re performances. The place saw the first staging of a play
in the Czech language in 1767 and in the same year it wel-
comed the eleven-year-old W. A. Mozart who gave his con-
cert there. Today the building is used by the Brno National
Theatre.

n Mahen Theatre | Rooseveltova 17

A neo-Renaissance building designed by the well-
known Viennese architects Ferdinand Fellner Jr.
and Hermann Hellmer. On 14/11/1882 the theat-
re made its mark in the history as the first theatre
building on the European continent to be illuminated
with Edison’s electric light bulbs.

n Historic Jewish sights

Synagogue | Skorepka 13

Cemetery | Nezamyslova 71, www.zob.cz

Brno’s architectural beauty is enhanced by the functio-
nalist synagogue built between 1934 and 1936. Jewish
Cemetery, which is one of the higgest in Moravia, is a
momentous place of interest. Apart from other, there is a
Neo-Romanic ceremonial hall of 1900.

@ means the respective number of an information panel on the tourist trail around the city



Attractions and entertainment | 3 CY EE) E5E 1]

kil Theatres

National Theatre in Brno | Dvorakova 11, phone: +420 542 158 111, www.ndbrno.cz
- Mahen Theatre (playhouse), Rooseveltova 17

- Janacek Theatre (opera, ballet), Rooseveltova 1

- Reduta Theatre, Zelny trh 4

Brno City Theatre | Lidicka 16, phone: +420 533 316 301, www.mdb.cz,

drama and musicals

Husa na provazku Theatre | Centre of the experimental theatre | Zelny trh 9,
phone: +420 542 123 411, www.provazek.cz

Bolek Polivka’s Theatre | Jakubské nam. 5, phone: +420 542 214 903,
www.divadlobolkapolivky.cz

Radost - Puppet Theatre | Bratislavské 32, phone: +420 545 321 273, www.divadlo-radost.cz
HaDivadlo | Postovska 8d, phone: +420 542 212 761, www.hadivadlo.cz

Theatre at Half Past Seven | Sukova 4, phone: +420 542 211 496, www.7apul.cz
Studio Marta | Bayerova 5, phone: +420 542 591 512, www.jamu.cz/studio-marta
Polarka Theatre | Tutkova 34, phone: +420 541 212 912, www.divadlopolarka.cz

@ Museums

Brno City Museum | Spilberk 1, phone: +420 542 123 611, www.spilberk.cz

Spilberk Castle, Ménin Gate, Tugendhat Villa

Moravian Museum | Zelny trh 6, phone: +420 533 435 220, www.mzm.cz

Dietrichstein Palace (Zelny trh 8), Bishop’s Courtyard (Muzejni 1), Noblewomen'’s Palace
(Koblizna 1), Anthropos (Pisarecky park), Mendelianum (Udolni 39), Leo$ Janagek

Memorial (Smetanova 14)

Technical Museum in Brno | Purkyiiova 105, phone: +420 541 421 411, www.technicalmuseum.cz
Mendel Museum | Museum of Genetics | Mendlovo nam. 1a, phone: +420 543 424 043,
www.mendel-museum.org

Museum of Romany Culture | Bratislavska 67, phone: +420 545 581 206, www.rommuz.cz

Q..

Moravian Gallery in Brno | Husova 18, phone: +420 532 169 111, www.moravska-galerie.cz
Prazak Palace (Husova 18), Governor's Palace (Moravské nam. 1a), Museum of Applied Arts
(Husova 14)

Brno House of Art | Malinovského nam. 2, phone: +420 542 211 808, www.dumb.cz, The House of
the Lords of Kunstéat (Dominikénska 9)

Gallery of the Young, Cabinet Gallery, Gallery by the Good Shepard | Radnicka 4,

phone: +420 542 427 108, www.kultura-brno.cz

Wannieck Gallery | Ve Vaiikovce 2, phone: +420 543 256 072, www.wannieckgallery.cz
Mitrovsky Villa | Veletrzni 19, phone: +420 605 972 588, www.letohradekbrno.wz.cz

Concerts

Brno Philharmonic Orchestra | Komenského nam. 8, phone: +420 542 214 255,
www.filharmonie-brno.cz

Faculty of Music of Janaéek Academy of Music and Performing Arts | Komenského nam. 6,
phone: +420 542 321 307, www.jamu.cz

. Music clubs

El Sombrero | Zelny trh 20, phone: +420 728 885 098
Labyrinth music club | Masarykova 25

Two Faces | Biskupska 1, phone: +420 775 960 930

7. nebe | Janské 9, phone: +420 777 994 494

New Perpetuum music club | Rooseveltova 9

Livingstone | Dominikanské nam. 5, phone: +420 542 210 090
Klub 14ka | Janska 14, phone: +420 542 221 839

Vesela Vatice music restaurant | Béhounska 22, phone: +420 608 581 962
Fléda | Stefénikova 24, phone: +420 775 376 004

Semilasso | Palackého 126, phone: +420 541 247 010
Mersey | Minska 15, phone: +420 777 147 566

Selepova | Selepova 1, phone: +420 608 776 614

Musilka | Musilova 2a, phone: +420 545 211 891

Faval | Kfizkovského 22

Leitnerova | Leitnerova 2, phone: +420 543 213 693
Stara pekarna | Stefénikova 8, phone: +420 541 210 040

m Cinemas

Art | Cihlafska 19, phone: +420 541 213 542, www.kinoartbrno.cz

Lucerna | Minska 19, phone: +420 +420 549 247 070, www.kinolucerna.info
Scala | Moravské nam. 3, phone: +420 542 211 659, www.kultura-brno.cz
Palace Cinemas | phone: +420 543 560 111, www.palacecinemas.cz
Olympia (U Dalnice 777, Modfice), Velky Spalicek (Mecova 2)

Cultural festivals

Brno International Music Festival | Easter festival of sacred music (March / April), Moravian
Autumn (September-October), www.mhf-brno.cz

Brno - City in the Centre of Europe | festival of entertainment under the Spilberk and Vevefi
Castles, fireworks competition Ignis Brunensis (May / June), www.bmue.cz

Brno Cultural Summer | collection of programmes, concerts and other cultural and social events
held in the city centre (June-September), www.kultura-brno.cz

Brno Shakespearean Days | theatre festival at the Spilberk Castle (July-August), www.kultura-brno.cz
International Music Festival Spilberk | symphonic festival (August), www.filharmonie-brno.cz
International Folklore Festival of Brno | festival of folklore music and dances held in the city
centre (August-September), www.kultura-brno.cz

Janatek Brno Festival | concerts and opera shows of the works of Leo§ Janagek (November),
www.ndb.cz

Exhibition centre |

Trade Fairs Brno

Vystavisté 1, phone: +420 541 151 111 | www.bvv.cz
The Brno Exhibition Centre is one of the most elegant
exhibition sites in Europe. Although it stretches across
an area of 650 thousand square metres it by no means
blemishes the beautiful natural environment of the
Pisérky valley. The exhibition site was founded in 1928
following the designs produced by the most reputable
Czech and Moravian functionalist architects. The
unmistakable atmosphere is mainly created by the first
of the sixteen pavilions - the unique pavilion A.
The other architectural highlights include the forty-
five-metre tall tower of pavilion G, the technically
perfect dome of pavilion Z and the modern pavilions V
and F. The exhibition area also includes the Congress
Centre. The exhibition grounds host annually a range
of important international trade fairs such as the Inter-
national Engineering Fair, GO and REGIONTOUR, STYL
and KABO, SALIMA, MOBITEX, International Building
Fair and INVEX.

Leisure and sport |

Brno reservoir

A popular recreational resort and an ideal place for all kinds
of water sports. The banks are lined with sport facilities, restau-
rants, pubs and kiosks. The regular water transportline serving the
route Brno - Veverska Bityska is in operation every year from May
to September (www.dpmb.cz). The visitors coming from the city
centre can get to the reservoir by public transport.

Veveri Castle | www.veveri.cz

The second Brno castle soars above the Brno reservoir
surrounded by the beautiful nature of the Podkomorské
woods. It is a gothic royal castle which was also used
as a hunting lodge. The castle was held in possession
of various noblemen and its history is interwoven with
a number of myths and legends. Today it is a venue of
various cultural and social events. At the foot of the cast-
le there is one of the steamboat stops.




Automotodrom | www.brno-circuit.com

Masaryk circuit, which is 5403m long, is situated between the village
Ostrovagice and the city part Brno-Zebétin. It was built from 1985 to 1987
in order to replace the original classic city circuit where the races
were held from the 1930s. The modern facility has a reputation of one
of the world’s safest circuits and thanks to its location in the woods it is also
said to be one of the world’s most beautiful. Brno is a hardly substitutable
venue in the calendar of the motorcycling and automobile racing champion-
ship events. The most important highlight of each season is the competition
of the world championship’s series - the Grand Prix of the Czech Republic,
which takes place in August.

Brno ZOO | phone: +420 546 432 311 | www.zoobrno.cz
The Z00 stretches across 65 hectares in the city part Brno-
Bystrc, near Brno reservoir. There are animals from all con- &
tinents of the world except the Antarctic. Among the most
attractive species kept here are tigers, leopards, Canadian
wolves, polar bears, kangaroos, suricates and a rare kind
of horses Equus przewalskii. The visitors are also invited to see
the animals in the new expositions: Tiger rocks, Tropical kingdom

or Children Z00. Especially in summer, the ZOO holds a range

of events both for children and adults.

The Nicholas Copernicus Observatory and Planetarium | Kravi hora 2
phone: +420 541 321 287 | www.hvezdarna.cz

Botanical Garden and Arboretum
Botanical Garden | KotlaFské 2, phone: +420 549 497 772
Arboretum | Zemédélska 1, phone: +420 545 223 606

Outdoor and indoor swimming pools
Swimming pool on Kravi hora | phone: +420 543 216 434,

modern sports facility with indoor and outdoor swimming pools
(25 and 50 m), www.kravihora-brno.cz

Swimming pool Riviéra in Pisarky | river bathing establishment
with three pools built on the river Svratka, www.rivec.cz
Swimming pool Brno | Dobrovského 29 (50m pool),

phone: +420 733 676 566, www.koupalistebrno.cz

Swimming pool of the City of Brno | Rasinova 12,

phone: +420 542 214 400, www.lazne-brno.cz

Kometa Brno | Sportovni 4, phone: +420 541 425 831

(sports and fitness centre), www.kometaps.c

TJ Tesla Brno | Halasovo nam. 7, phone: +420 545 222 672, www.tjtesla.cz

Sports and fitness centres

Big One Fitness | sport and relaxing centre, Dornych 27,

phone: +420 543 254 616, www.big1fitness.cz

Fitness Blue Gym | KotlaFska 51, phone: +420 541 213 450, www.bluegym.cz

EiY

Aerobik centrum Brno | Merhautova 224, phone: +420 602 934 997, R
www.achrno.cz ar B

Squash Radost | Cejl 52, phone: +420 545 240 745, www.squashradost.cz
Golf

Golf area Kaskada | Brno-Jina&ovice, the golf course of 27 holes and 6-hole academy,
phone: +420 541 511 711, www.golfbrno.cz

Golf Club Austerlitz | Slavkov u Brna, the golf course of 18 holes and 6-hole academy,
phone: +420 544 221 963, www.austerlitz-golf-resort.cz

Trips in Brno’s environs | www.jizni-morava.cz

The protected landscape area of the Moravian Karst | stalactite

caves, the Macocha Abyss

The battlefield of Austerlitz | the scene of the battle in Slavkov,

the Cairn of Peace, Slavkov chateau

Castles in Rajec - Jestiebi | Boskovice | Lysice

Predklastefi u Tisnova | monastery Porta Coeli

Pernstejn Castle

wine cellars to the south of Brno

Pélava and Mikulov | Lednice-Valtice Cultural Landscape | Znojmo | Vranov nad

Restaurants and shopping | D'_HE

m Restaurants

Pegas | hotel, restaurace, brewery | Jakubské 4, phone: +420 542 210 104

Restaurace Plzerika | hotel International, Czech cuisine | Husova 16, phone: +420 542 122 572
Stredovéka kréma | medieval tavern | Ceska 6, phone: +420 542 210 021

U Svejka | Czech cuisine | Ceské 29, phone: +420 542 210 248

Stopkova plzeriska pivnice | Czech cuisine | Ceska 5, phone: +420 542 211 094

Hradni vinarna Spilberk | wine bar in the castle | Spilberk 1, phone: +420 542 210 288

Pod radniénim kolem | restaurant and wine bar | Metova 5, phone: +420 542 211 135
Potrefena husa Brno | international cuisine | Moravské nam. 8, phone: +420 542 213177
Davné éasy | steaks | Starobrnénské 20, phone: +420 542 215 292

Besedni diim | international cuisine | Husova 20, phone: +420 542 218 380

U Kastelana | international cuisine, Grand restaurant 2005 | Kotlafska 51a, phone: +420 541 213 497
Brabander | international cuisine | Jostova 4, Pekafska 4, phone: +420 542 211 922
Pivovarska restaurace | Czech cuisine, brewery | Mendlovo nédm. 20, phone: +420 543 420 130
Moravska chalupa | Voronéz hotel, Czech cuisine YKFiZkovského 47, phone: +420 724 246 278

TAJ | Indian cuisine | B&hounské 12, phone: +420 542 214 372

U cisare Leopolda | Italian cuisine | Orli 3, phone: +420 542 516 606

Gourmand | French cuisine | Josefska 14, phone: +420 542 211 030

Zorbas | Greek cuisine | Sokolska 6, phone: +420 549 211 779

E Shopping

Vaiikovka Shopping Mall | 130 stores, restaurants, cafes | Ve Vaiikovce Street, between the
railway and bus station

Velky Spali¢ek | stores, restaurants, multiplex cinema | Me&ové 2

The House of the Lords of Lipa | Rozkvét | Omega | namésti Svobody

Shopping Mall in Orli | Orli 3

Avion Shopping park | Skandinavska 2 (in the direction of Bratislava, shopping area

in the South of Brno)

Olympia | shopping and entertainment centre | Modfice (shopping area in the South of Brno)
Futurum Shopping Centre | Videiska 100

Kralovo pole Shopping Centre | Cimburkova 4

Information |

ﬂ Brno Tourist Information Centre
<< IC Radnicka 8 (main information centre in the Old Town Hall)
<< IC Nédrazni 8 (opposite the railway station)
<< IC on the Exhibition Grounds, pavilion E (open during trade fairs)
tel: +420 542 211 090, +420 542 423 960, e-mail: info@tichrno.cz, www.ticbrno.cz
Opening hours (main IC):
October-March: Monday-Friday 8.00-18.00, Saturday 9.00-17.00, Sunday 9.00-15.00
April-September Monday-Friday 8.00-18.00, Saturday-Sunday, public holidays 9.00-17.00
Tourist services:
<< information on the City of Brno and its surrounding
< free info leaflets and brochures
<< reservation of accommodation, tickets, guide services, offer of trips to buy
< free internet access
<< tourist shop with guidebooks, maps, books, CDs and DVDs, postcards and souvenirs
< in season: the mintage of historical coins

Transport
Transport Service of the City of Brno
Hlinky 151, phone: +420 543 171 111, information on: +420 543 174 317, www.dpmb.cz

Integrated transport system of the South-Moravian region (IDS JMK)
tel: +420 543 426 651, www.idsjmk.cz

Brno Airport
Brno-Turany Airport, phone: +420 545 521 309-10, www.airport-brno.cz

Bus and train transport | www.jizdnirady.cz

Internet

Avion | Ceska 150, phone: +420 542 211 757

Netkafe.cz | Jezuitska 3, phone: +420 542 210 174

Jiti Mahen Library | Koblizné 4, phone: +420 542 532 111, www.kjm.cz



Historical sites |
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